
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS 
Article 1. General Provisions 

1. These Regulations establish the fundamental principles governing the technical system of the 
Association. 

2. All Technical Qualifications recognized by the Association shall be awarded and 
administered fairly and impartially in accordance with these Regulations and the Examination 
Regulations. 

 

Article 2. Technical Qualifications 

1. The Technical Qualifications recognized by the Association shall consist of Kyu Ranks, Dan 
Ranks, and Technical Licenses (hereinafter referred to as “IRE Licenses”). 

2. All Technical Qualifications shall be awarded only after successful completion of the 
examinations prescribed in the Examination Regulations. 

3. Kyu Ranks, Dan Ranks, and IRE Licenses shall be awarded exclusively to members of the 
Association. 

4. All Technical Qualifications shall become officially valid upon registration in the 
Headquarters Database. 

 

Article 3. Kyu Ranks 

1. Kyu Ranks represent the technical standard achieved prior to obtaining a Dan Rank. 
2. Kyu Ranks shall consist of ten grades, from 10th Kyu to 1st Kyu. 
3. Provisional Kyu Ranks may be established when deemed necessary. 

 

Article 4. Dan Ranks 

Section 1. Regular Dan 

1. Regular Dan Ranks shall consist of ten grades, from 1st Dan through 10th Dan. 
2. The technical standards for each Dan Rank shall be as follows: 

• 1st Dan: Has mastered the fundamental techniques and is capable of applying them correctly. 
• 2nd Dan: Has mastered the fundamental techniques and demonstrates superior technical 

application. 
• 3rd Dan: Has mastered the general techniques and demonstrates excellent technical 

application. 
• 4th Dan: Has mastered comprehensive techniques, understands their principles, and is 

capable of applying them effectively. 
• 5th Dan: Has attained an advanced technical level and is capable of developing original 

applications. 
• 6th Dan: Has reached an advanced level in technique, spirit, and physical ability. 
• 7th Dan: Has attained maturity in technique, spirit, and physical ability. 



• 8th Dan: Has attained exceptional refinement in technique, spirit, and physical ability. 
• 9th Dan: Has mastered the highest principles of Karate. 
• 10th Dan: Has mastered the highest principles of Karate and attained an extraordinary level 

of achievement. 

Section 2. Recommendation Dan 

1. The Chief Instructor may award a Recommendation Dan to a person who satisfies the 
required technical standards but is unable to take the regular Dan Examination due to 
unavoidable circumstances. 

2. A holder of a Recommendation Dan may take the Regular Dan Examination for the same Dan 
Rank. 

3. A holder of a Recommendation Dan shall not be eligible to take an examination for a higher 
Regular Dan Rank until obtaining the corresponding Regular Dan. 

Section 3. Honorary Dan 

The President may award an Honorary Dan to a person who has made outstanding contributions to the 
Association. 

 

Article 5. Technical Licenses (IRE Licenses) 

Section 1. License Categories 

The Association shall establish the following categories of Technical Licenses (IRE Licenses), each 
consisting of Grades A, B, C, and D. 

• Instructor 
• Referee 
• Examiner 

Section 2. Scope of Authority 

(1) Instructor 

• Grade D: Authorized to instruct within the affiliated Branch. 
• Grade C: Authorized to instruct within the country. 
• Grade B: Authorized to instruct within the assigned Continent. 
• Grade A: Authorized to conduct international instruction. 

(2) Referee 

• Grade D: Eligible to serve as a Corner Judge at National Championships. 
• Grade C: Eligible to serve as a Referee at National Championships. 
• Grade B: Eligible to serve as a Referee at Continental Championships and as a Corner Judge 

at World Championships. 
• Grade A: Eligible to serve as a Referee at World Championships. 

(3) Examiner 



• Grade D: Authorized to conduct examinations for Kyu Ranks and 1st Dan. 
• Grade C: Authorized to conduct examinations up to 3rd Dan. 
• Grade B: Authorized to conduct examinations up to 4th Dan. 
• Grade A: Authorized to conduct examinations up to 5th Dan. 

 

Article 6. Certification and Renewal of Technical Licenses 

1. All IRE Licenses shall be certified by the Chief Instructor. 
2. Every IRE License holder shall complete the prescribed training course and renew the license 

annually by the end of each fiscal year. 
3. Failure to complete the renewal procedure shall result in the expiration of the IRE License. 
4. A person whose IRE License has expired shall be required to pass the prescribed examination 

in order to obtain the license again. 

 

Article 7. Suspension, Demotion, and Revocation of Technical Qualifications 

The Association may suspend, demote, or revoke a Technical Qualification in any of the following 
circumstances: 

1. The holder loses membership in the Association. 
2. The holder fails to complete the prescribed training course or renewal procedure. 
3. The holder commits a serious violation of the Association’s Articles, Regulations, or Rules. 
4. The holder engages in conduct that seriously damages the honor, reputation, or credibility of 

the Association. 
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